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Curriculum Adjustments 
 

Evaluating characters in a novel – Year 9 English 
 
1. Achievement Standard 

 
2. Assessable Content Descriptions 

 
Language Literacy Literature 

Expressing and developing ideas 

• Identify how vocabulary choices 
contribute to specificity, abstraction 
and stylistic effectiveness 

• Explain how authors creatively use 
the structures of sentences and 
clauses for particular effects 

• Understand how certain abstract 
nouns can be used to summarise 
preceding or subsequent stretches 
of text 

Language for interaction 

• Investigate how evaluation can be 
expressed directly and indirectly 
using devices, for example allusion, 
evocative vocabulary and metaphor 

 

Text structure and organisation 

• Compare and contrast the use of 
cohesive devices in texts, focusing 
on how they serve to signpost ideas, 
to make connections and to build 
semantic associations between ideas 

• Understand that authors innovate 
with text structures and language 
features for specific purposes and 
effects 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

• Interpret, analyse and evaluate how 
different perspectives of issue, event, 
situation, individuals, or groups are 
constructed to serve specific purposes 
in texts 

 

Creating texts 

• Create informative and persuasive 
texts that present a point of view and 
advance or illustrate arguments 

Examining literature 

• Analyse texts from familiar contexts, and 
discuss and evaluate their content and 
appeal of an individual author’s literary 
style 

 

Responding to literature  

• Explore and reflect on personal 
understanding of the world and 
significant human experiences gained 
form interpreting various 
representations of life matters in texts 

• Present and argument about a literary 
text based on initial impressions and 
subsequent analysis of the text 

 
  

Commented [LS1]: Australian Curriculum 

Commented [LS2]: Australian Curriculum 
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Curriculum Analysis Table 
 

Curriculum Analysis Curriculum Adjustments 

Know Do Think Substantial 
(Year 3 Complexity) 

Extensive 
(Individual Learning Goals) 

How language features and 
vocabulary are used by 
authors in literary texts 

Analyse and explain how 
vocabulary choices and 

language features are used by 
the author, and how they add 
to the stylistic effects of a text 

What key vocabulary is present? 
What language features are 

present? 
How are they used? 

What effect do they have? 
 

Explain how language 
features and vocabulary are 

used for different effects 

Work out the meaning of 
familiar texts with familiar 

structures using knowledge of 
context and vocabulary 

 

Different text types have 
different conventions (text 

structure and language 
features) that are manipulated 

by authors to construct 
meaning and influence 

audiences 

• Organisation and 
sequencing 

• Plot techniques 

• Creative sentence 
types 

• Precise language 
choices 

• Positive and negative 
evaluative language 

• Figurative language 

 

Evaluate and integrate ideas 
and information from texts 

to form interpretations 
 

Select evidence from texts 
to analyse and explain how 

language choices and 
conventions are used to 
construct meaning and 
influence an audience 

 
Analyse how a central issue 

and character from a text 
have been represented 

through the use of 
conventions 

 

What ideas are in the text? 
How do I create meaning about 

the ideas? 
What conventions are being 
used to influence me as the 

audience? 
What are some example of 

language choices and 
conventions in the text? 

How are they being used to 
construct meaning and 

influence? 
What is a central issue and 

character in the text? 
What conventions have been 

used to represent them? 
What impact does this have on 

constructing meaning? 

Identify literal and implied 
meaning 

Begin to evaluate texts by 
drawing on growing 

knowledge of context, text 
structures and language 

features 

Understand how language 
features are used to link and 

sequence ideas 

Discuss how language is used 
to describe settings in texts, 
and explore how the settings 

shape the events and 
influence the mood  

Determine important ideas 
and events in a text 

 

Work out the meaning of 
familiar texts with familiar 

structures using knowledge of 
context and vocabulary 

Use information in texts to 
explore a topic 

Respond to questions, 
sequence events and identify 
information from texts with 

familiar structures 

Commented [LS3]: Firm Goals 

Commented [LS4]: Same content, different performance 
expectations 
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How to create texts that 
respond to issues by 

interpreting and integrating 
ideas from texts 

 
Create an analytical text that 
evaluates the author’s use of 
text structures and language 

features to construct 
representations of a 

character, ideas and issues 
 

Consider text structure, 
organisation and sequencing 

when creating the text 

What is the purpose of the text 
I am creating? 

What text structure will allow 
me to convey my knowledge 

and understanding? 
What text structures and 

language features will I 
highlight in my analysis? 

What evidence will I use to 
support my analysis? 

How will I organise and 
sequence my points for the 

best impact? 

Create an informative text 
that discusses the effects of 

some language features used 
by an author when describing 

settings in a text 

Demonstrate increasing 
control of text structures and 

sequencing of content for 
clarity when creating the text 

Comment on people, events 
and objects in a text 

Create a simple text to 
convey learning about a text 
(speech, simple print texts, 

keyboard texts, illustrations) 

How to use a variety of 
language features to create 
different levels of meaning 

Strengthen the structure of an 
analytical text by using 

cohesive devices 

• Conjunctions 

• Text connectives 

• Lexical cohesion 

• Grammatical themes 

• Evidence and 
examples 

Have I included explanations, 
details and evidence? 

Are my paragraphs sequenced 
and linked? 

How can I strengthen the 
structure of my sentences and 

paragraphs? 

Demonstrate increasing 
control of language features 

when creating texts 

• Use appropriate 
simple, compound 
and complex 
sentences 

• Use relevant 
vocabulary 

• Use appropriate 
sentence structures 
to express and 
combine ideas 

Use conventional behaviours 
and/or abstract symbols 

consistently to communicate 
intentionally and consistently 
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Lesson Plan 

Date: Class: Year 9 Subject: English 

Learning Intention: 
I am learning to understand how text structures and language 
features are used to construct representations of characters, 
ideas and issues 

Success Criteria: 
• Identify texts structures and language features used in a 

novel extract 

• Explain the purpose and effect of text structures and 
language features 

 

Lesson Structure 

Stage Teacher Students Key 
Strategies/Adjustments 

Opening 

Re-read an extract from a novel 
introduced in a previous lesson – text 
displayed on board, teacher reading 
aloud, text highlighting on the screen 
as it is being read 

Recall/revise the text structures and 
their effects identified in the 
previous lesson 

Review 
Multimodal text reading 
Access to text structures 
anchor charts created in 
previous lesson 

I Do 
(Modelled) 

Introduce the text structure of ‘inner 
monologue’ 
Provide an accessible definition and an 
example 
Highlight a section in the novel extract 
that demonstrates the use of inner 
monologue 
Think aloud to make explicit the way 
in which inner monologue is found – 
transfer to a prompt with visuals 
Evaluate the effects of the use of inner 
monologue on constructing meaning 
using a scaffold 

Listening and viewing Familiar text extract 
Accessible definition and 
example 
Highlighting 
Think alouds 
Prompt with visuals 
Scaffold 

We Do 
(Guided/Shared) 

Facilitate the location of another 
example of the text structure 
 
Facilitate the discussion with 
prompting to complete the SWOT 
analysis 
 
After completing the I do/we do 
sequence for inner monoolgue, repeat 
for direct speech 

With a partner, engage with the 
text extract and identify an example 
of the text structure – text made 
accessible with the use of assistive 
tech 
 
Co-construct a SWOT analysis of the 
text structure – recorded for use as 
an anchor chart 

Cooperative learning 
Familiar text extract 
Accessible text options 
Facilitated identification 
Facilitated discussion 
Prompting 
Use of graphic organiser 

You Do 
(Independent) 

Provide extended modelling and 
guidance 

Locate an additional example of one 
of the text structures covered in the 
lesson 
 
Analyse and explain how the text 
structure constructs meaning and 
influences an audience – access to 
anchor charts, sentence prompts, 
options of how to create response 
(written, speech to text, audio 
record) 
 
Access to extended modelling and 
guidance if required 

Familiar text extract 
Accessible text options 
Anchor charts 
Sentence prompts 
Multiple means of expression 
Extended modelling and 
guidance 

Closing 

Pose the question, what image of the 
main character do we now have? 
 
Record brainstorming 

Provide responses about the 
character image they have 

Cooperative learning 

Wrap-up Exit routines 

Commented [LS5]: SUB: I am learning to evaluate texts by 
drawing on growing knowledge of text structures 
EXT: I am learning to use information in texts to explore a 
topic 

Commented [LS6]: SUB: Targeted questioning around 
literal and implied meaning of parts of the extract 
EXT: Targeted questions about the meaning of a familiar part 
of the text 

Commented [LS7]: SUB/EXT: Teacher drawing attention to 
the meaning of the part of the text being used, and to 
familiar characters and settings 

Commented [LS8]: SUB: Teacher to check the example 
found by asking targeted questions from the think aloud 
EXT: Respond to a question about the example found 

Commented [LS9]: SUB/EXT: Targeted questioning 

Commented [LS10]: SUB: Teacher to guide student with 
finding an example of their selected text structure. Student 
to identify literal/implied meaning of the example 
EXT: Respond to questions about the text 

Commented [LS11]: SUB/EXT: Targeted questioning 
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